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Poplar Island North (18TA237) consists of a late 17th -19th century possible structure, and an artifact concentration within layers of redeposited beach sand. 
The Chesapeake Bay lies on the west side of the island and Poplar Harbor lies on the east side of the island. The site is located on the north end of one of the 
islands in the Poplar Island group: naturally formed islands situated in the mid-shore region of the Chesapeake Bay. Historically, the Poplar Island group 
comprised two islands: Poplar and Jefferson. During the 19th century, Coaches Island split off from the south end of Poplar Island. Over the last 60 years, 
Poplar Island has suffered shoreline erosion, which resulted in the large-scale reduction of the original 1,000-acre island into a string of 4 small, marshy 
islands. The island on which the site is situated is a nearly level, marshy hummock that is subjected to flooding by tidal and wave action. A large portion of the 
site is underwater due to rapid shoreline erosion. 

Reconnaissance of the island was conducted in 1987. This included a surface search and controlled underwater inspection of the shoreline. The survey 
indicated that there were 6 general areas of artifact concentrations on the island. The west side of the island seemed to have the greatest quantity of 17th and 
18th century artifacts (concentrations 2-4 and 6), designated site 18TA236. Concentration 2 consisted of bottle bases and ceramics. Concentration 3 
consisted of slipware and possible Buckley ware. (A "Concentration 6" was later added between these two, with no further description.) Concentration 4 
consisted of the remains of a wooden structure, a snuff bottle, and a pipe stem. These three concentrations were recorded as offshore, within a curving diver 
lane which hugged the western side of the island.  No artifacts were found in a diver lane placed farther out in the water. The east side of the island appeared 
to yield mostly 19th century artifacts (concentration 5) and prehistoric artifacts, and was designated site 18TA218. The northwest part of the island had the 
remains of what appeared to be a brick floor eroding into the bay (concentration 1) and a number of 17th -19th century artifacts. Concentration 1 was 
designated as site 18TA237. Although the site form indicates that artifacts were collected during the 1987 reconnaissance, they were not listed. 

Phase I and Phase II archeological investigations were conducted at the site in 1994. The investigations were undertaken as part of a survey of the islands 
ahead of proposed plans to reclaim Poplar Island and restore its shoreline by constructing a series of dikes to facilitate backfilling the island area. Plans 
involved restoring Poplar Island to its AD 1847 shoreline that would leave Coaches Island unaffected (Alternative Alignment #1). Alternative alignments were 
proposed (Alternatives #2 and #3) that included the south and west shorelines of Coaches Island within the dike system. The Phase I investigations were 
designed to: identify potentially submerged cultural resources of the submerged portion of the 1847 Poplar Island footprint and of the access channel, and of 
the shallow areas near Coaches Island, identify sites and site boundaries on the remaining terrestrial areas. The terrestrial portion of the study examined the 4 
remaining islets of Poplar Island and the immediate shoreline of Coaches Island within proposed Alternative Alignments #2 and #3. 

Archival research was conducted as part of the 1994 Phase I and II investigations. The focus was on establishing a chain-of-title and land use history for 
Poplar Island focused on the area of 18TA237. Deeds from the 17th and 18th centuries demonstrate that Poplar Island at that time was a locus of early 
settlement. The Carroll family came into ownership of the property in the late 1700s and maintained it until its sale in the 1850s. The Carrolls apparently 
leased the land to tenant farmers rather than lived there themselves. By the early 19th century, Poplar Island was separated from Coaches Island by a narrow 
neck of land called Coaches Neck. Available cartographic evidence suggested that the shoreline of the island began to change in 1846/47. In 1857, Charles 
Carroll sold that portion of Poplar Island that contains the site area. Thomas Sherwood purchased the 250-acre tract and the land came to be known as 
Sherwood Farm. The 1860 census revealed that the Sherwood household was comprised mainly of elderly individuals. Therefore, it was a possibility that the 
members of two adjacent African-American families provided the necessary labor to run Sherwood Farm. The 1880 census showed that Benjamin Sherwood, 
his family, and a laborer and a servant lived at the property. By then, the farm’s acreage had declined to 238 acres. After 1904, settlement shifted away from 
the immediate shoreline, perhaps in response to the rising level of the bay and the increase in marshland along the shore.

During the Phase I survey, 3 features were located along the shoreline that likely related to 18TA237. Features 1, 2, and 3 were a series of adjacent brick 
features along the eastern and northern shores. Feature 1 was a concentration of brick rubble and artifacts located in the tidal zone on the northeast shore; 
Feature 2 was comprised of submerged bricks eroding from the shoreline at the north end of the island; Feature 3 was a small brick concentration embedded 
in the peat on the northwest corner of the island. It was thought that Feature 3 may retain integrity under the peat overburden. 

The Phase I investigation indicated that the site potentially had significant research potential. That determination combined with the fact that it was quickly 
eroding into the bay, prompted a Phase II evaluation of the site. The objectives were to define the boundaries and the integrity of the site, to establish its 
temporal and functional associations, to evaluate the potential eligibility of the site for listing on the National Register, and to make management 
recommendations for the site. Phase II investigations included shovel testing at 4.57 m (15ft) intervals, the excavation of two 1.524 m² terrestrial test units 
(TUs 1 and 2), and one 1.524 m² submerged test unit (TU 3). Auger tests supplemented the shovel tests to identify deep deposits and replaced shovel tests in 
wetland portions of the site. Dredge tests were utilized during testing of the tidal and near-shore areas. All excavated soils were screened through ¼” mesh 
hardware cloth. 

Results of the Phase II investigations revealed that Feature 1, which was tested through the excavation of TU 3, 8 dredge tests, and 6 shovel tests, 
represented redeposited brick fragments and artifacts. There was no evidence for intact deposits or original soils. The artifacts associated with the feature 
ranged in date from the 17th century to the present, although most overlap the 19th century. The material may have been redeposited from a feature formerly 
intact at the location, or it may represent redeposition from the area of Feature 2. Feature 2 testing included the excavation of 7 near-shore dredge tests, 12 
shovel tests and TU 1. Two trenches were also excavated to expose the feature profile but the soil was not screened and no artifacts were collected from the 
trenches. The brick concentration that defined Feature 2 measured 9.45 m by 10.67 m, and may have represented the remains of a brick wall or floor. 
However, the feature did not retain structural integrity and its original function could not be identified. Artifacts associated with the feature ranged in date from 
the 17th century to the present. Feature 3 was first identified as a small brick concentration embedded in the peat. Testing of the feature included the 
excavation of 6 shovel tests and TU 2. The brick deposit measured 16.46 m by 4.88 m. It was determined that feature had no integrity and was comprised of 
unarticulated brick rubble, most of which was fragmentary and worn. 

Because of the cohesive nature of the assemblages, the artifact counts from the Phase I study were combined with those from the Phase II investigations. A 
total of 1,402 historic artifacts were recovered. All artifact totals were taken from the Appendix V Artifact Inventory except for the ceramics which were 
provided in a table in the original text. There were 16 activity items (1 ceramic doll part, 1 fishing line guide, 3 pieces of light bulb glass, and 11 fragments of 
lamp glass). There were 214 architectural items including 61 brick fragments (1 sample of yellow brick was discarded), 141 window glass shards, 5 cut nails, 
3 unidentified nails, 1 miscellaneous hardware, and 3 bolt pieces. There were 1,107 kitchen related items including 350 modern machine made glass 
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fragments, 163 non-machine made and indeterminate bottle glass fragments, 12 pharmaceutical bottles, a 3-piece mold glass fragment, 126 fragments of 
blown-in-mold glass, 24 table glass fragments, 366 ceramic sherds (1 North Devon Gravel tempered, 3 North Devon Sgrafitto, 5 creamware, 2 white salt-
glazed stoneware, 3 Early porcelain, 3 tin-enameled earthenware, 6 British Brown stoneware, 2 unidentified imported brown stoneware, 1 Westerwald 
stoneware, 17 pearlware, 5 hard paste late porcelain, 31 redware, 40 ironstone, 3 combed slipware, 5 plain slipware, 4 Rockingham/ Bennington, 5 yellow 
ware, 56 domestic gray stoneware, 1Albany slip stoneware, 16 domestic brown stoneware, 22 industrial stoneware, 132 whiteware, 3 unidentified sherds), 1 
milk glass lid liner, 1 glass crown cap, 1 salt and pepper shaker cap, 10 animal bones, 2 clam shells, and 50 oyster shell fragments. There were 25 
miscellaneous items including 12 fragments of melted glass, 1 rivet, 1 knob end, 2 rubber fragments, 1 piece of Styrofoam, 1 rubber glove, 5 pieces of coal, 
and 2 unidentified metal objects. There were 37 tobacco related items including 6 white clay pipe bowl fragments, 27 white clay pipe stem fragments, and 4 
stoneware reed-stem pipe bowl fragments. There were 3 arms-related items (2 English gray gunflints and 1 shotgun shell). The machine-made glass 
fragments, brick, coal, oyster, the shotgun shell, and 2 piece of the light bulb glass were discarded after they were cataloged in the lab. 

In addition to the historic artifacts, a total of 11 prehistoric items were retrieved from the site. This included 10 pieces of debitage and 1 chert side-notched 
projectile point base fragment. These materials were mixed with the historic artifacts and no coherent site was indicated. However, they may derive from 
18TA218, which is a prehistoric site adjacent just south of 18TA237 on the east side of the island. 

Poplar Island North (18TA237) consists of a possible brick structure and an artifact concentration within layers of redeposited beach sand. Based on the 
assemblage, it was possible to assign a temporal affiliation to the site from the late 17th to the early 19th centuries. The mean date for the ceramics from the 
site is AD 1833. The primary site deposit may have been a stratified sheet midden that has been eroded and redeposited. However, the site has lost the 
degree of integrity that is required for sites eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. No further archeological investigation was warranted 
or recommended for the site.


